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TOP NEWS FOR THE QUARTER

Climate change poses many threats to the health and

C |_ | M ATE C H AN G E well-being of citizens. Climate change affects the food we
AND HUMAN

eat, the air we breathe, the water we drink, and the
places that provide us with shelter.
Climate change can also impact people’s health and well-

H EALTH being by altering the frequency or intensity of extreme
weather events and spread of certain pests and diseases.

Source Environmental Protection Agency

o TOPICAL CLIMATE
Consumers play a vital role in tackling climate
change by embracing sustainable habits, supporting CHAN G E | SSU ES

renewable energy, and advocating for stronger

policies. Simplg actions like chqosing ecg-frienfjly CONSUMERS

products, reducing carbon footprints, and investing

in green finance can make a significant difference. S H O U |_ D KN OW




LR T AN RS

T TR T

KALEYA'S STRUGGLE WITH KACHASU, ENVIRONMENTAL DEGRADATION

BY NANCY MWAFE

Nachipoma Ward in Mazabuka town is widely known for one thing: Kachasu, a potent and illicit home-brewed alcohol. In
the small community of Kaleya, almost every household is engaged in producing this high-proof drink as a primary source
of income. Men and women alike are involved in the production, as this enterprise has become a lifeline, allowing families
to pay for children's education, build new homes away from mud houses, and even buy plots of land. However, the
downside is stark— the land around Kaleya is severely polluted by the waste from Kachasu production, rendering it
infertile and unfit for any agricultural activities.

The consequences of this trade extend beyond the soil. Polluted effluents seep into the groundwater, contaminating it so
heavily that it's unsafe even for washing clothes, let alone for drinking. Images from the area show murky water, a grim
testament to the toxic impact of this popular brew on the environment.

Kachasu itself is no ordinary drink. Locals liken it to a "jealous lover"—once people start drinking it, they find it nearly
impossible to switch to anything else. The drink’s allure pulls people to it as early as 6 a.m., and due to its dangerously
high alcohol content, continuous contact to one’s lips can cause burns. Despite the well-known risks associated with
Kachasu, its popularity persists.

Recognizing these challenges, CUTS International, in collaboration with WWF through the Voices for Just Climate Action
- VCA Zambia project, has been working over the past four years to support vulnerable communities like Kaleya in
adapting to climate change. This project aims to amplify the voices of these communities, turning them into champions for
climate resilience.

In Kaleya, CUTS has initiated efforts to address the environmental toll of Kachasu production, starting with a community
dialogue on waste management. They are also developing a governance plan to manage Kachasu waste more
responsibly. To provide alternatives to this risky livelihood, CUTS is building capacity among residents by offering training
on entrepreneurial skills, Constituent Development Fund (CDF) guidelines and proposal writing, which could help locals
diversify their income sources.

The nearby Kaleya River, a crucial water source surrounded by commercial farms, once served the community and
livestock reliably. However, it now suffers contamination from Kachasu waste, leading to seasonal drying and further
compromising local water security. With a push toward sustainable waste management and alternative livelihoods, there
is hope that Kaleya might one day turn the tide on Kachasu, finding paths to prosperity that safeguard, rather than
sacrifice, its environment.



KEY TAKEAWAYS FROM COP29 IN BAKU

Rich countries pledged $300 billion annually by 2035 to help poorer nations combat climate change, marking an
increase from the previous $100 billion target.

This falls short of the broader goal of $1.3 trillion annually by 2035, leaving developing nations dissatisfied with
the scale and structure of the funding.

Most of the funding will rely on private investments and alternative sources like proposed levies on fossil fuels
and frequent flyer fees, which are still under discussion.

Critics highlighted the lack of clear, grant-based finance and the vague promises made by developed nations.
Responsibilities and Contributions:

Developed nations will “take the lead” in providing the $300 billion but are encouraging emerging economies,
such as China, to contribute voluntarily.

This fueled tensions, as wealthier nations push for broader financial participation without making binding
commitments themselves.

Fossil fuel transition:

The summit reiterated last year's COP28 agreement on the need to phase down fossil fuels but stopped short of
making explicit new commitments.

Azerbaijan’s President Ilham Aliyev praised fossil fuels as a “gift from God,” reflecting the host nation’s oil and
gas wealth.

Meanwhile, proposals to expand carbon credit markets have raised concerns about potential exploitation and
greenwashing, leading critics to demand more robust safeguards to ensure accountability.

While leaders like Ursula von der Leyen and Joe Biden praised the agreement as a step forward, African leaders,
including Sierra Leone’s Environment Minister and Nigeria’s envoy, criticized it as insufficient and dismissive of
the needs of vulnerable nations.

Despite agreements, global emissions and temperatures continue to rise, with 2024 projected to be the hottest
year on record. This underscores the urgent need for faster, more ambitious action to address the escalating
climate crisis.

The next COP, scheduled for Brazil in 2025, will focus on boosting climate finance for developing nations and
addressing unresolved issues from Baku.

Source Al Jazeera

United Nations
Climate Change




MWANACHINGWALA COMMUNITY EQUIPFED WITH
SKILLS TO ACCESS CDF

BY NANCY MWAPE

In an effort to foster sustainable livelihoods and address economic challenges, CUTS conducted a four-day training
session from October 28 to 31 in the Mwanachingwala area of Mazabuka district. The capacity-building initiative
focused on enhancing community knowledge of the Constituency Development Fund (CDF) and equipping
participants with business proposal writing skills.

The training targeted a community where agriculture remains the primary source of livelihood. Residents engage in
livestock farming and the cultivation of crops such as sugarcane, maize, soya beans, sunflower, groundnuts, and
cotton. Despite these agricultural activities, the community faces limited awareness of funding opportunities like the
CDF, which are crucial for expanding income-generating activities.

However, not all economic pursuits in the area are sustainable. lllegal sand mining along the Magoye, Kaleya, and
Kafue Rivers has become a significant environmental concern. Driven by the booming construction industry in
Mazabuka and Lusaka, this activity, predominantly carried out by youths and men, has led to severe environmental
degradation. The negative effects include sedimentation, drying streams, land degradation, health hazards from dust
inhalation, and even fatalities.

In addition to sand mining, other livelihood activities include fishing in the Magoye stream and Kafue River, charcoal
trading, selling groceries, and brewing illicit alcohol, locally known as Kachasu or "Maureen Mukiya."

Over the past four years, CUTS with support from WWF is among the partners implementing the Voices for Just
Climate Action (VCA) project aimed to transform vulnerable communities into climate-smart leaders. The initiative
focuses on amplifying local voices and enhancing community resilience against the adverse effects of climate
change.

“This training is part of our broader goal of empowering communities to access funding mechanisms like the CDF,
which are critical for fostering sustainable development,” said Dalitso Mvula CUTS assistant programme officer.

Ms. Mvula also explained that CUTS aims to encourage alternative livelihoods that protect the environment and
improve quality of life.

Participants expressed optimism about the knowledge gained during the training. “I now understand how to apply for
the CDF and develop a business proposal. This knowledge will help us create opportunities that benefit our families
and community,” said one participant.




MEET CHIMBA SAKALA, AN ADVOCATE FOR SUSTAINABLE ¥
AGRICULTURE, YOUTH EMPOWERMENT

My name is Chimba Sakala born in 1991. My journey began in Petauke, Eastern Province, where | lived with my
grandmother and faced significant challenges, including abuse and a lack of basic necessities. My life took a positive
turn when my father brought us to Kabwe, where | completed high school at Bwacha High School.
In a family of eight (three boys and five girls), | am the second-born and the first male child. My life experiences have
shaped my love for reading, researching, and writing articles on pressing global issues like climate change and
pandemics. | also enjoy watching football, keeping up with politics, and of course, I'm passionate about gardening and
farming.
As a dedicated farmer and an active participant in the Urban Futures project, I've contributed through peer-to-peer
counseling and education, promoting sustainable practices and fostering community engagement. The Urban Futures
(UF) is a transformative initiative tackling critical challenges such as urbanization, food security, climate change, and
youth unemployment in Chongwe, being implemented by CUTS and Global Network Solutions (GNS) with support by
Hivos.
The UF project has been transformative, exposing me to local, national leaders and professionals whose expertise has
positively influenced my personality and outlook. | now confidently advocate for issues affecting young people and my
community with knowledge and conviction. In my community, people are increasingly adopting organic and smart
agriculture methods, which help mitigate climate change and promote environmentally friendly practices.
Some of my achievements under the project include;

» Earned a certificate in sustainable organic agriculture from Kasisi Agricultural Training Center.

e Improved my self-confidence and public speaking skills, which has enabled me to help the Urban Futures team win

a debate recently held against Chalimbana University held at Chalimbana Local Government College.

My future goals and aspirations include:

e Advocate for green environments and champion climate change mitigation.

e Become a fully committed organic farmer, leading by example in sustainable agriculture.

e Serve as a role model to young people, addressing critical issues such as gender equality and consumer rights.

e Be an informed leader driving impactful change in my community and beyond.




DROWGHT THREATENS FOOD SEGLRITY, NURITION
IN ZAMBIA

BY NANCY MWAPE

The ongoing drought in Zambia is expected to negatively impact food security and exacerbate malnutrition, according
to the Food and Nutrition Commission, an advisory body to the government on food and nutrition matters.

Ms. Idah Chama, a representative of the Commission, emphasized the institution’s commitment to promoting and
overseeing nutrition activities in the country, particularly for vulnerable groups such as children and women. “Nutrition
is cross-cutting and cannot be addressed by one ministry alone,” she said. “We cannot talk about nutrition without
focusing on food production.”

Speaking during a youth roundtable meeting on food transformation, health, and climate change held on December
23, 2024, Ms. Chama highlighted the importance of collaborative efforts to address these intertwined issues. The
event, attended by key stakeholders from government ministries and youth from Chongwe, provided a platform to
strategise on food transformation in the context of climate change and public health.

The Ministry of Health, Ministry of Commerce, Trade and Industry, and Ministry of Green Economy and Environment
were among the participants, reflecting the multifaceted nature of food and nutrition challenges. The dialogue also
featured active contributions from Chongwe youth engaged in the Urban Futures project, a transformative initiative
aimed at developing sustainable food systems to address local and global challenges posed by climate change. With
support from Hivos, CUTS and the Global Partnership Network are implementing the Urban Futures project, which
leverages youth as change agents to transform food systems in Chongwe.

Ms. Chama urged Zambians to embrace traditional fruits such as amasuku as healthier and locally available
alternatives to imported fruits like apples. Amasuku, a native fruit, also known as wild loquat or sugar plum in english.
The botanical name for amasuku is Uapaca kirkiana.

Amasuku is a nutritious fruit that is high in fiber, potassium, B vitamins, manganese, copper, iron, and vitamin A “We
look forward to our youth becoming advocates for healthy eating, moving away from consuming junk foods,” she
added.

Addressing the health implications of climate change, Mr. Lweendo Shimunzhila from the Ministry of Health
highlighted a rise in waterborne diseases, drying boreholes in Lusaka, and an alarming increase in anxiety levels
among affected populations. “Prolonged droughts and floods are likely to have a devastating impact on crop
production, further affecting food security,” he noted.

The roundtable workshop aimed to raise awareness and educate youth on the government's role in combating
climate change while fostering open discussions between youth, government ministries, and institutions like the Food
and Nutrition Commission.

As Zambia grapples with the challenges posed by climate change, events like this underscore the importance of
collaborative action in addressing food security, public health, and sustainable development.




LLANGWA, SINAZONGWE, SIOMA, SHANG'OMBO FACE H
WORSENING LIMATE CHALLENGES

BY THANDIWE CHWNGA

Zambia’'s districts of Luangwa, Sinazongwe, Sioma, and Shang'ombo are experiencing the severe effects of climate
change, from escalating droughts to intensified human-wildlife conflict over scarce water resources. Speaking during a
dialogue meeting organised by the Civil Society for Poverty Reduction (CSPR), community representatives detailed the
hardships their regions face.

A key concern raised was the lack of access to clean water for both people and animals. Many residents have been forced
to consume unsafe water, resulting in a surge in animal diseases. Participants appealed to the government to prioritise
drilling more boreholes closer to villages to ensure safe and accessible water.

The impact of high temperatures and prolonged drought has also led to widespread hunger, with food shortages so severe
that children are missing school due to insufficient nutrition. In addition, participants pointed out the alarming loss of trees
in their areas, calling on the government to support tree-planting initiatives to improve soil fertility and provide food for
livestock.

Communities further requested irrigation equipment to utilise river water for farming, but they warned of the dangers posed
by crocodiles, which have already caused fatalities among people fetching water.

Efforts to mitigate these challenges are being implemented through the Climate Just Communities (CJC) program, a
flagship initiative funded by the Scottish Government and executed by NIRAS in Zambia, Rwanda, and Malawi. In Zambia,
the program focuses on empowering marginalised communities in the four climate-vulnerable districts to advocate for
climate justice and foster sustainable development.

Collaborating with partners such as the Evangelical Fellowship of Zambia (EFZ), the Council of Churches in Zambia
(CC2), and the Green Living Movement (GLM), the programme addresses specific local challenges. Advocacy efforts are
spearheaded by CSPR.

Meanwhile, the Green Economy and Climate Change Bill is set to position Zambia as a regional leader in climate action. If
enacted, the legislation aims to strengthen the country’s resilience to climate-related hazards through disaster risk
reduction, climate adaptation, and low-emission development strategies.

The Bill also proposes regulating carbon markets to create economic opportunities while reducing greenhouse gas
emissions. It incorporates environmental and social safeguards to ensure equitable and sustainable outcomes for all
Zambians.

The communities affected by climate change remain hopeful that a combination of government support, legislative action,
and initiatives like the CJC program will bring long-term solutions to their pressing challenges.
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Walk, bike or take public transport.
| The world’s roadways are clogged

with vehicles, most of them

burning diesel or gasoline. Walking

or riding a bike instead of driving
will reduce greenhouse gas
emissions -- and help your health
and fitness.

TOPICAL CLIMATE
CHANGE ISSUES

CONSUMERS SHOULD
KNOW:

Change your home's source of
energy. Install solar panels on your
roof to generate energy for your
home. Switching your home to
renewable sources of energy, such
as wind or solar, can reduce your
carbon footprint by up to 1.5 tons of
COZ2e per year.

Climate Adaptation: The need for
consumers to prepare for climate
Impacts such as extreme weather
events, droughts, or floods.

We sincerely thank you, our valued partners, for your continued support this quarter. The stories were compiled, edited, and the
newsletter designed by Nancy Mwape.
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