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Get the basics of the story right

• The repatriation of the Mozambican refugees

• Media briefing a night before the repatriation

• Who is a refugee?

• International Conventions

• Africa Conventions

• National laws

• Briefing would-be-returnees



OBJECT LESSONS FROM ACADEMIA

• Introduces the topic

• Demonstrates new knowledge

• Demonstrates the main argument

• Links arguments to their proponents

• Explores the dominant theme (s)



OBJECT LESSONS FROM THE COURTS

• Court judgments introduce the protagonists

• They refer to the complaint and the defense

• They refer to the laws relied upon by both parties

• They refer to similar cases

• The judgements demonstrate the court’s analysis

• They conclude with a judgment



REPORTING PUBLIC PROCUREMENT

• Read, if possible, textbooks or journals on public procurement

• Situate public procurement in the overall economic context

• Tease out the basic structure of public procurement

• Identify potential sources of stories such as:

• The design phase when needs are identified

• Scope of works

• Costs estimated

• Bid packages prepared

• The tendering phase



REPORTING PROCUREMENT Continued

• Tender is awarded

• Implementation 

• Management of the contract performance



SOURCES OF NEWS IN PUBLIC 
PROCUREMENT
• The procuring entity

• Zambia National Procurement Authority

• Suppliers of the services and products in question

• The expected beneficiaries of the service or product

• Experts in the service and product being procured

• Journalist (s) with specialization in reporting public procurement

• Research institutions

• Journals on public procurement



Policy analysis

• Appreciate the policy making process

• Acquire tools of policy analysis and apply them in enriching stories

• The above is the reason why journalists in the west give interviews 
after reporting their story



CONCLUSION

• Public procurement is one of the biggest stories any journalist can 
ever cover

• Remain unique in the media by specializing in public procurement

• You may consider studying for a degree in public procurement and 
become an expert

• Be forward thinking and acquire a specialty



Thank you!
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